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tenderness is required, lest we break the bruised reed! Let the wide distinction between the indwelling and the
indulgence of sin--between its occasional prevalence and its allowed rule--be accurately marked; nay, even the
overruling of its lamented incursions in deepening the contrition, establishing the watchfulness, exercising and
strengthening the faith of the afflicted penitent. Let him view the strong encouragement to repeated application
to Christ. If he be really mourning over his guilt, and desiring the pardon and love of the Saviour (a frame of
mind inconsistent with the least indulgence of sin), he has his promise for the rest of his soul. In bringing his
wants and desires to the Gospel, he will find increasing light, consolation, and strength, for the maintenance of
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encouraging directions relative to these cases, consult Bowles Past. Evang. Lib. ii. c. 19, 20. SECTION V. THE
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