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of XXXIII, XXXV, XXXVI, XXXVII XXXVIII Congress, Governor of the State of New-York About 1777, Roswell Fenton,
the grandfather of the Governor, removed from Mansfield to Hanover, New Hampshire. Here George W. Fenton,
the father of Reuben, was born, and here he resided until 1808. In that year he removed to Chautauqua County,
in this State, and settled on a farm upon a part of the Holland Land Company Tract, where his son, the
Governor, still resides. Thus the Governor and his family have, from an early period, been identified with the
interests of the Empire State, and he has had every opportunity to become familiar with its wants, its resources,
and its people in every condition. Governor Fenton is emphatically a self-made man. Until fifteen years of age
his life was that of a farmer s son, employing the summer in farm labors, and spending the winter in the log
school-house of the district where he dwelt. Between 1834 and 1838 he enjoyed short terms of instruction at
College Hill Academy, near Cincinnati, and at the Fredonia Academy, in this State, making rapid progress as a
student, and receiving the approbation of his teachers for his upright and faithful conduct. While at these
academies he read several elementary law books, and in 1838 entered the law office of Joseph and Franklin II.
Waite, Esqrs., where he remained nearly a year as a student at law. It was not, however, his object to engage in
that profession, but he sought to acquire a complete fitness for an active business life, by familiarizing himself
with...
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